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This pamphlet contains the stenographic report vi the "trial" o£ 
Louis C. Fraina, International Secretary of the Communist Party, who 
on the ere of his departure, for Europe as a duly accredited delegate to 
the Third International, was accused of being an "agent provocateur," by 
Santeri Nuorteva, Secretary of the Russian Soviet Bureau in this country. 

The statement i&sued by Nuorteva on June 10th was not the first 
time that Nuorteva came out openly with this charge. Right after the 
raids upon the Communist organizations in January he issued a state- 
ment to the same effect without, however, mentioning any names. At 
that time the Central Executive Committee of the Communist^ Party issued 
a signed statement in answer, which was printed in the "Call," under 
the caption: "COMMUNISTS SAY NUORTEVA ERRED/' We reproduce 
the statement below in full: ' 

"The Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party has he- 
fore it the following statement published in the capitalist press by San- 
teri Nuorteva: . , ■, 

'Th'ere also appears to be another reason for the desire to depori 
us. We have conclusive evidence that agents of the Department of 
Justice have actively participated in the organization of the Communist 
Party of America and that those very planks in the program of the party 
which now form the basis of the prosecution of thousands of people 
have been inserted into that program by such government agents, 

"The implications in this charge are that there are in our program 
clauses which have been particularly framed to lay us open to attach 
and, secondly, that agents of the Department of Justice were among our 
program committee. 

"The Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party is con- 
vinced that it is only necessary to point to the method by which our 
program was framed and adopted to demonstrate that the first charge 
is untrue; and is the effort of an enemy of the Communist Party to dis- 
credit it before the working people of this country. 

"Our convention elected a program committee of nine members, be- 
ing those delegates which the convention considered best grounded in 
Communist principles. This committee took several days to study every 
phrase in the program which it finally presented to the convention, me 
convention of 125 delegates carefully scrutinized the program recom- 
mended for adoption. Word by word and line by line it was weighed 
by the 'convention. The convention made many changes^ both ™ « e 
language and principles otV the program, before it gave its-final WP™vai.-. 

"No one who studied the program thus adopted has dared challenge 
it No one has dared say that it is. not a Communist program m entire 
harmony with the principles of the Communist International E* en 
Nuorteva dares not say that. If it be admitted that our ■ convention ot 
125 delegates, after careful scrutiny and study adopted a truly Communist 
nrogram, what remains of Nuorteva's charges? 

"The Central Executive Committee of the Party is also able to throw 
light on the second point in this charge. Some six or eight weeks ago 
the charge that a certain official of our organization was an agent of 
the Department of Justice, was brought before a section of the Central 
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Executive Committee. After every opportunity to present evidence, of 
which a stenographic report was made, it was the unanimous decision of 
the members of the Central Executive Committee present that the com- 
rade in question had been completely exonorated. This decision was 
later concurred in by members of the Executive Council, who read the 
stenographic report, 

"The charge made by Nuorteva seemed carefully calculated so that 
it would reach the workers of America at a time when our party organ- 
ization was obliged to meet the full weight of an attack by black reaction, 
with its press suppressed and the channels for reaching its membership 
temporarily destroyed. An attack of this character is a betrayal of the 
interests of the working 'class movement. 

* "The integrity of our party remains unchallenged in spite of this 
stab in the back. No party member will leave us because of this charge, 
and we are certain that the test of our past and future action will con- 
vince the workers of America that our party represents the revolutionary 
workers., will rally to its support." 



Note the headline given by the Call to the statement of the Com- 
munist Party— "COMMUNISTS SAY THAT NUORTEVA ERRED," and 
the headline given" to Nuorteva's statement, "FRAINA IMPLICATED AS 
U. S. AGENT/' In the party's statement it is stated specifically that 
Nuorteva is an enemy of the Communist Party, and that his charges are 
a plot against the party to discredit and destroy it. But the "Call," 
counter-revolutionary sheet that it is, shamelessly distorts the whole im- 
port of the statement by its headline. While in Nuorteva's charge, which 
he himself does not pretend to believe, but merely "offers" as the state- 
ments of a self -Confessed "spy/* whose word he himself distrusts, as 
stated by him in the minutes, the "Call" again shamelessly prints a head- 
line which indicates that Fraina Is a "police agent," a fact which the 
"Call" very well knows has yet to be proven, and which is disproven in 
the very text of the statement it printed. Nuorteva and the "Call" are 
accomplished scoundrels who know how to .breed the seeds of distrust 
and suspicion against its political opponents. 



With the publication of our answer to the charge made /by Nuorteva 
at that time, the Communist Party considered the matter closed. Since 
Fraina's name was not mentioned openly we felt that the publication of 
the stenographic minutes would be beside the mark; besides, .Martens 
himself was under investigation as being implicated in revolutionary 
activities in this country, which he strongly denied, and the publication 
of those minutes would have helped the Government to deport him. 

!But on June 10th, -Nuorteva broke his five months' silence and issued 
a statement/ apparently in answer to Palmer, in which, though he states 
that he scrupulously refrains from making any direct charge against 
Comrade Fraina, is in effect nothing but a repetition of the old charge 
which had been investigated and found untrue. 

The charges against Comrade Fraina, as printed in the "Call** are 
as follows: 

1. Peterson (a spy of the D. J. and a "friend" of Nuorteva) "had 
seen Fraina in the New York office of the D. of J. under circumstances 
indicating that he must be one of the agents of the department." 

2) "Certain information regarding ^communication with Moscow con- 
veyed to Fraina which could not have been in the possession of anyone 
else outside of our office became known to agents of the D. of J." 

3) Peterson reported "that he had seen in the files of the N. Y. 
office of Palmer's department a returned pay-check endorsed by L. Fraina/' 

4) Peterson "asserting in the face of Fraina that he was the man 
whom he had learned to know as an agent of the Department of Justice/' 
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5) "^Wliile other members of Fraina' s group were being arrested at 
that time nothing happened to Fraina himself." 

6) "Fraina left (for Europe) in comjpany with one Nosovitzky, a 
Russian doctor in the employ of a British steamship line and obviously 
a police agent/' 

7) "The letter (from Rutgers to Martens) could only have gotten 
into Mr, Palmer's hands through Mr. Fraina or Dr. Nosovitzky." 

8) "Palmer is in possession of all reports from that conference (Ams- 
terdam Conference) which was supposed to be a secret one," and where 
"no one from America was present except Fraina and Nosovitzky." 

The main charges against Fraina are contained in Nos. 1, 3, and 4. 

As a study of the minutes will disclose, these charges have been 
proven to be absolutely false, contradictory and unreliable. We print 
herewith a copy of the resolution adopted hy the Executive Council 
relative to those charges: 

'■Chicago, 111.', December 17th, I9iy. 

"The members of the Executive Council of the C. P. of A. have care- 
fully examined the stenographic report of the hearing of the charges 
against Louis Fraina, international Secretary of the Party, which report 
is attested by six New York members of the C. E. C., and declare that 
the charges 'have no basis in fact. 

"As to the specific dates mentioned by the informer, the members 
of the Council can state from personal knowledge that Comrade Fraina 
was in the city of Chicago until late at night on Sept 7, and that on 
Nov. 14 and 15 he was in the teity of Chicago on party (business. 

"The Council is unanimous that not the slightest taint of suspicion 
attaches itself to Comrade Fraina as the result of this charge, and de- 
clares its' faith in him as loyal and trusted comrade unshaken. All the 
circumstances in the case point to a plot against the Communist Party, 

"The Council is in full agreement with Comrade Fraina's continuance 
of his work as International Secretary, and requests officially, as tne 
representative of the C. P. of A. that -he be received as its official repre- 
sentative." 

WHO IS PETERSON? 

In order to understand the nature of the plot against the Communist 
Party through charges against one of its leading figures, it is necessary 
for the readers to know who this man Peterson is, and what connections 
he had with Nuorteva before the Bureau came into existence. 

Says Nuorteva in the "Call": "Peterson was employed to get infor- 
mation from the Russian Soviet Bureau after several unsuccessful efforts 
had been made by Palmer's department Peterson had been employed 
by a Finnish Socialist Newspaper with which Nuorteva had been con- 
nected/' 

The inference here given is that Peterson might have been employed 
in some minor capacity on the same newspaper of which Nuorteva had 
once been editor. And in view of Nuorteva's answer that he had never 
seen or met Peterson in :his life before he came to the Bureau as a 
■D, of J. agent, the inference is also given that Peterson did not work 
on the paper at the same time with Nuorteva. 

But what are the real facts as disclosed in the minutes themselves? 
Peterson was manager of the Finnish Socialist newspaper of which 
Nuorteva was editor; Nuorteva used to receive his reports regularly as 
editor of the paper. 

IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THE MANAGER AND EDITOR OP A PAPER 

NOT TO HAVE EVER SEEN EACH OTHER IN THE 'COURSE OF 
THEIR ACTIVITIES? 

Doesn't Nuorteva LIE when he says that he never met the man 
before he came to him as a D. of J. agent in the Mter part of July 1919? 
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FRAINA: I am pretty sure it was no earlier than 11 and no later 
than one o'clock. 

HOURWICH:. Where do you live? 

FRAINA: At 3246 Kingsbridge Avenue, 233rd- St. and Broadway, 

HOURWICH: You arrived in New York on November 2nd. Do you 
remember what you did after you arrived in the city? 

FRAINA: I telephoned my wife and went home. I was with her 
all afternoon, went out for a walk and came home. 

HOURWICH: What did you do on November 4th? 

FRAINA: I can only make a general statement My original plan 
was to rest but every evening* I was in touch with party members, I 
found the whole party in a ferment— as to whether the demonstration 
would have been held on the 8th of November and I had to be up till 
2-3 o'clock in the morning in conferences. 

HOURWICH: Is there anything else anyone desires to say or ask: 

HOUDIN: How many copies of this report shall be made? 

(It was decided to have three copies made.) 

STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING. 

After the testimony had all been taken, Comrade Fraina asked 
everyone present to state whether he thought hat the matter had been 
sufficiently cleared up, so that he, Fraina, could leave for Moscow. All 
those present, with the exception of the chairman and Comrade Nuorteva 
answered "yes." The chairman answered "no/' . Comrade Wemstem re- 
served his opinion. ■ 

The chairman then said he; wanted to explain why he had answered 
"no" He said that although there were contradictions in Petersons 
testimony which made it probable he was mistaken in his identification 
and that the m^n whom he had seen on all three occasions was another 
person than Fraina, nevertheless it was necessary to recall the witness 
and to content him with Fraina's testimony before the matter could be 
considered fully cleared up. The chairman, therefore, thought that it 
Fraina were to consult him he would not advise him to leave until the 
matters was fully cleared up. 

Comrade Weinsteln then remarked that it was uncertain when the 
convention would take place and it was therefore not urgent for Comrade 
Fraina to leave immediately, and furthermore he thought that he were in 
Comrade Fraina's place he would not leave before the matter was fully 

cleared up, , . ,. y -, ^ 

The chairman thereupon suggested that another session should 'be 
held Comrade Fraina expressed a desire that the session -be held tlie 
next day so that he might immediately leave. Bht the chairman said 
that it might not be feasible to arrange for a session on such short 
notice. It was therefore agreed to meet on Tuesday evening. 

This statement is made by the chairman because this conversation 
was not taken down by the stenographer 




